
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

4 July - 28 August, 2009

Item 3a: Otterburn Hall: The planning application seeking year-round use of the marquee was refused. 
The Chairman will report on proposals for public access to the footpaths in the grounds.

Item 3b: Local Transport Plan Programme 2010/11:  This has been returned to Northumberland 
County Council (NCC).  It gives support to the creation of a Rede Valley Cycle Way (to be proposed by 
Byrness & Rochester Parish Council) and asks for traffic calming measures to be installed at the junction 
of the A696 and the Mill Lane (to promote pedestrian safety).

Item 3c: Refurbishment of playground equipment and public seating:  I hope to have the draft of 
the schedule of work available at the meeting.

Item 4b: Invoice from NCC (Waste disposal):  You will be asked to approve payment of an invoice 
totalling £103.86.

Item 4c: Remembrance Day wreath: I have already ordered this item. You will be asked for 
retrospective approval.

Item 6a: Correspondence: Items 6a (1) and 6a (2) are available to any member wishing to study them. 
With reference to item 6a (3), I attached a Summary of the draft proposals which accompanied the 
following letter from the Boundary Committee:

ELECTORAL REVIEW OF NORTHUMBERLAND: DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS
I am pleased to announce the publication of the Committee's report setting out its draft recommendations for 
electoral arrangements for Northumberland County Council. A full copy of the report is available on our 
website, www.boundarycommittee.org.uk. A summary and a poster publicising the draft recommendations is 
enclosed.

I should stress that the Committee has not finalised its conclusions and, in light of further evidence may put 
forward final recommendations which differ from those set out in the draft recommendations. We therefore 
encourage all those who have a view to write to us regardless of whether or not they agree with our draft 
recommendations. It is very important that those who oppose our draft recommendations should suggest 
alternatives which are supported by evidence. All representations received during the consultation period will be 
taken into account and the Committee will then consider whether or not to amend its draft recommendations.

The Committee would welcome comments on its report by 16 November 2009. Representations should be 
made in writing to reviews@boundarycommittee.org.uk or [to the address on the attached Report Summary].  

We will make all representations available for inspection on our website and at the offices of the Committee. 
Any respondents who submit comments during the period of the review, and do not want all or any part of the 
response or name made public, must state this clearly in the response. Any such request should explain why 
confidentiality is necessary, but all information in responses may be subject to publication or disclosure as required by 
law (in particular under the Freedom of Information Act 2000).

There are two particular issues for parish and town councils. First, as a consequence of our proposed division patterns, 
we may make recommendations on parish and town council electoral arrangements. However, under the legislation 
governing this review, we are unable to review boundaries between parishes as part of this process.
Second, parish and town councils may wish to comment on the electoral arrangements proposed for the divisions in 
the new Northumberland Unitary Authority. In order to improve electoral equality, it is open to the Committee to put 
forward recommendations that parishes and/or parish wards be located in a different ward from that at present.

Emma Anderson
28 August, 2009


